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World Harmony Run, which connects about 100 countries throughout the
world by torch relays, visited children of Kamakura today.

Caption: Resonate throughout the world! Friendship-Harmony

The runners, holding the torch—world harmony’s symbol—high, came to
Fukasawa Kindergarten.

World Harmony Run is a world-wide relay. Through running, a simple act, it
fosters friendship transcending races by handing the torch from one person
to another.

Every year, it takes place in approximately 100 countries, and this year,
Kamakura was selected as the place to have this event in Japan.

The international runners from countries like Czech and Mongolia are going
to relay and visit elementary schools, kindergartens, preschools, and an
after-school care center for the two days, today and tomorrow. The runners
will enjoy moments of international exchange (with the children).

Harashita Sunaoshi’s intereview

“Kamakura declared herself a Peace City 51 years ago, which shows that the
city has a very strong yearning for peace. When we passed through
Kamakura last year, the city and people were very friendly and they warmly
welcomed us. And this year again, we have this opportunity to meet many
children of Kamakura, and I feel it is so wonderful.”

Harmony begins with us; in other words, even if we come from different
countries and cultures, we can be one—this is the message this relay wants
to convey.

Approximately 200 children at Fukasawa Kindergarten sang a song in
world’s languages with the runners, learned foreign languages, and though
these activities, it seems that they felt and experienced the meaning of



harmony

The children held the torch with their little hands—the torch that has
traveled around the world, and made a wish so that the circle of friendship
will expand throughout the world.

A girl’s interview “May everyone be happy.”

At the end, everyone saw off the runners, who were now off to Kamakura
Shiroyama Kindergarten.

Receiving the power of Kamakura’s children, the torch flame will continue to
be handed from one to another all over the world.

Tomorrow morning, World Harmony Run will start at 8am from Kamakura
Daibutsu-den Koutokuin Temple to visit places like Ilwase Children’s Home
(after-school care center).
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