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25 Years Running for Peace and Harmony
Torch Relay Launches Across from United Nations

New York — On Thursday, April 12 at 1:00pm in Dag Hammarskjold Plaza
(47th Street between 1st and 2nd Ave) the World Harmony Run
(www.worldharmonyrun.org) will celebrate 25 years of running for peace and
harmony with an international line-up of United Nations representatives and
special guests.

Keynote speakers for the event will be Dr. Davidson Hepburn, former
President of UNESCO and Ambassador Anwarul K. Chowdhury, former
Under-Secreatry General and High Representative of the UN.

The New York City Housing Authority Youth Choir under the direction of
Larry Matthew will sing as will Belinda Munro, Donor artist from Sing for
Hope. The Torch-Bearer Award will be given to H.E. Mr. Kazuo Kodama of
the Japanese Mission for the recent tsunami relief efforts and to Ms. Paula
Savage of the International Peace Garden Foundation.

Locally the Run will set off from New York City on its 50-state 4-month
journey. The European torch relay began in Portugal in February and will end
in October in Vienna, Austria. Relay runs will also occur in Canada, South
America, Asia, Africa, Australia and New Zealand.

Since the inaugural Run in 1987, more than five-million people have
participated and a total mileage equal to more than 13 times around the
circumference of the earth have been run. Endorsements have come from
many world leaders, members of Congress, governors and mayors.

The World Harmony Run was inspired by the visionary Sri Chinmoy as a way
to give citizens a dynamic way to express their own hopes and dreams for a
more harmonious world. An athlete, philosopher, artist, musician and poet, Sri
Chinmoy dedicated his life to advancing the ideals of world harmony and said,
“If we have perseverance, then that is our first step towards world harmony.”

An estimated 50,000 children in over 1,000 cities and towns on the 10,000-
mile US route are expected to participate when World Harmony Runners visit
schools and youth organizations.

The US portion will complete its journey mid-August in New York City.

150-35 86th Ave Jamaica NY 11432 T: 888 882 4081 F: 877 811-4813 www.worldharmonyrun.org
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