Astana Kazakhstan—25 Jul 2012- Remarks byDr. Davidson Hepburn
20t Anniversary of Kazakhstan joining the UN and
25" Anniversary othe Peace an#Vorld Harmony Rus.

Thank you for thatfine introduction,
Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen.

First of all, | wish to express my gratitude to the organizeref
the Peace andNorld Harmony runs and the governmentof Kazakhstan for inviting
me to participate in this auspicious celebration.

| feel that | amat home,very much at home surrounded by beautiful flowerslovely
people and the wonderful heat which is very typical of my country.

| do not have to give distory of the run. The only thing | wart to say s that the event
Is organized by a network ofvery capablevolunteers inspired by Sri Chinmoy wsion
for a more peaceful world.

My purpose here is to celebrate two very importahevents.
The 25th Anniversary of the Peace and harmonyrch relay runs and
the twentieth Anni ver s arshiptothe UniteceNatibasz a k h s 1

| amvery grateful that | have the pleasure omeeting Sri Chinmoy,the founder of the
run who was a great philosophera poet, an artist and a musician.

He wasa very unigue and humble man.
He “walked with Kings but never lost the common touch.

Many, manygreat leaders of the world met with him and benefited from his wisdom.
Hewas an athlete, in every sense of the world and he has influenced many
outstanding athletes to excel in a number of Olympic sports.

And in few Days | will be in London where the Olympics for 2012 are taking place and
a special programo fArt for Olympicsand a Mometrnt of peace”

| must commenton the participants from so many countries on their dedication and
singleness of purpose .. they show to the
different ways

But especially through sports which emlodies the physical as well as the spiritual.

Sri Chinmoy has left a legacy behind. And his message of oneness worltiés
connecting factor to the whole person.
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Sol urge you to take his message to heart and firShever to give ug and always
strive to do more.

He has left a very important quote:. There is only one perfect road and that road is
ahead of yoyalways ahead of you.

Personally, e of the most significant aspects of #se peace anavorld harmony
runsfor me was when | had the honour tavelcome the run to my country the
Bahamas It offered a wonderful opportunity for the young people andhe different
age groups to Partner with the peace and harmony run participants.

They were able to share their own hopes and dreams
for a more harmonious world.

| am convinced that there is far more that unites us, as one family than divides us.

| am very thankful for thiswonderful breeze which is keeping usrere much more
content in spite of the heat.

| have aphilosophy and | speak of it often as human being we should let our
difference work for usand not against us | repeat we should let ourdifferenceswork
for us ard not against us.

| have noted yaur dedication here also to interfaith harmony which is swvery

important to the peaceful development of our common future.

| am so happy that right after this event we will be able to proceed

to your “Palaceof Peaceand Accord or Harmony” (also known as“Pyramid of Peacé wher e
important interfaith meetings have bee held.)”

It is no Wonder that governments all over the world strive for independence,
and to become a member of th&nited Nations

Kazakhstan is no exception,And should be proud of its Relationship

with the UN, - first 20 years ago - and today.

| wasvery privileged to be able to seve for more than a decade
as my countries permanent representative to the hited Nations

and| saw first had the benefit many countries receive
by meeting together, sharing their ideas and aspirations
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It is no exaggeration to say tat Kazakhstan and many other countries
their citizens and civil societynow enjoy agreater sense of freedom
to express their views and chart their own course.

The United Nations now boasts 195 members.

We all know that he world is not a perfect place.

But were it not for the United Nations that included in its charter,
the clause“to save succeeding generationsdm the scourge éwar”
—this world would be in worse shape

In the same vein, UNESC@specialized agncy of the Uited Nations where | had the
privilege to serve, hasfor its mandate for the preservation of Peace and Harmony in
the World. Its mottois very speciat “Snce wars begin the minds of ma,

it is the minds of men that the defences of pea should be constructed.

Soyou see ladies and gentlemarmgver the yearshow the international torch runs for
peace andvorld harmony are linked to independence of nations as well as the
strengthening of the cooperative spirit of theinternational community.

| take this occasion to extend warm congratulations to the government

and peoples of Kazakhstan on the 20th anniveary

and to the participants d the international torch runs for Peace and World Harmony
| truly admire your dedication and commitment

to keeping the torch burning.

| would like to thank Vladimir for translating my remarks to you, because | feg¢he
world together and the individual local communities need expressions like this to
continue to inspire us, to sustain us, sawe build a better world.

There is no doubt in my mind that this event will grow
from strength to strength and thatthe people of Kazakhstan
will enjoy many more years of Peace and prosperity.

Spasi ba “&andank you”
May God Bless you all..
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