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T h ank you f or th at  f ine  i ntrodu c ti on,  
G ood af ternoon ladi es  and gentlem en.  
 
Fi rs t of  all , I wi s h  to expres s  m y grati tu de to  th e or gani zers  of   
th e Peace and Worl d Harm ony run s  and th e gover nm ent  of  K azakhs tan f or i nvi ti ng 
m e to parti c i pate i n th is  aus pic i ous  c elebrati on.  
 
I f eel th at I  am  at h o m e, very m u ch  at h o m e surrounded by beautiful  flowers , lovely  
people and th e won derf ul h eat wh i ch  i s  ver y t ypi c al of  m y c ountry.  
 
I do not  h ave  to  gi ve  a  h i s tory of  the ru n .  T h e only thi ng I wa n t  to s ay i s  th at the   event   
i s  organi zed by a  net work of  ver y c apable volu nteers  i ns pi red by Sri  Ch i nm oy ’s vi sion 
f or a m ore peacef ul world .  
 
My pu rpos e h ere is  t o c elebrate t wo ver y i m portan t e vents .  
T he 25 th  Anni vers ary of  th e Peace and  h arm ony torc h  relay ru ns  and  
the twentieth Anniversary of the Kazakhstan’s membershi p to th e Uni ted Nations.  
 
I am  ver y gratef u l th at I  h ave th e pleas u re of  m eeti ng  Sri  Ch inm oy, th e f ounder of  th e 
ru n wh o was  a  great  ph i los oph er, a poet,  an a rti s t and a  m u sic i an.  
 
He was  a  ver y u nique and h u m ble m an.  
He “walked wi th  K i ngs  bu t ne ver  los t th e c omm on touc h . ” 
 
Many ,  m any grea t le aders  of  th e world  m et wi th  h im  and benef i ted f rom  h is  wis dom . 
He  was  an  ath lete,  i n e very s ens e of  th e world  and h e h as  i nflu enced m any 
outs tandi ng ath letes to  exc el i n a  num ber of  Ol ym pic  s ports .  
 
And i n f ew D ays  I wi ll  be i n London  wh e re th e Olym pi cs  f or 20 12 are ta king plac e and 
a s peci al program  of “Ar t  f or Ol y m pics  and a Moment of peace”(  
 
I m us t c omm ent on th e parti c i pants  f rom   s o m any c ountri es .   on thei r dedi c ati on and 
singleness of purpose … they show to the world that peace can be achieved in many 
dif f erent ways  
 
Bu t  es peci all y th rough  s ports  wh i ch  emb odi es  th e ph ys ic al as  well  as  th e s pi ri tual.  
 
Sri  Ch i nm oy h as  lef t a legacy behi nd. And h i s  m es s age of  oneness  world  i s  th e 
c onnec ti ng f actor to  the wh ole pers on.  
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So I u rge  you to  ta ke h i s  m es s age to h eart and  f i rs t “never to  gi ve u p ” and  alwa ys  
s tri ve to  do m ore.  
 
He h as  lef t a ve ry i m portant  qu ote:. T h ere i s  only one  perf ect road and that road  i s  
ahead of  you ,  always  ahead of  you.  
 
Pers onall y, o ne of  th e m os t signific ant aspects  of  th es e peace and world  h arm ony 
ru n s  f or m e was  when I h ad th e h onour to welc om e th e ru n to m y c ountry th e 
Baham as .   I t of f ered a wonderf u l opportu nity f or the youn g people and th e di f f erent 
age groups  to Partn er wi th  the peace an d h arm ony ru n par ti c i pants .  
 
T hey were  able to s h are th ei r own h ope s  and dreams   
f or a m ore h arm onious  world .  
 
I am  c onvi nced th at there i s  f ar m ore th at u nites  u s , as  one f amil y th an di vi des  u s .  
 
I am  ver y th ankfu l for th i s  w on d erf u l bre e ze wh i ch  i s  keeping u s  h ere m u ch  m ore 
c ontent i n s pi te of  t h e h eat.  
 
I h ave a  ph i los ophy and I s peak of  i t of te n :   as  h u m an bei ng we s h ould let our 
dif f erenc e work f or  u s  and not a gai ns t u s ,   I repeat we  s h ould let our di f f erenc es  wor k  
f or u s  an d not a gai ns t u s .  
 
I h ave no ted yo u r  de di c ati on h ere als o to i nterf ai th  h arm ony wh i ch  is  s o very 
im portant to the pe aceful  developm ent of  our c omm on fu ture.  
I am  s o h appy th a t  ri gh t af ter  th i s  event  we wi ll  be able to p r oceed  
to you r  “Palac e of  Pe ace  a nd  Accor d  or  H a r m ony ” (a lso know n  a s “P y ramid  of  Pea ce ” where 

i m p or ta nt i nterfa ith  mee tin g s have  bee n he ld . ) ” 
 
It i s  no Wonder that gove rnm ents  all  ove r th e world  s tri ve  f or i ndependence,  
and to  becom e a m em ber of  th e Uni ted Nations .  
K azakhs tan i s  no ex c epti on,    And s h ould be proud  of  i ts  Rel ati onshi p  
 wi th  th e UN ,   -  f i rs t 20  years  ago    -  and t oday.  
 
I was  ve ry pri vi lege d to  be able to s er ve  f or m ore th an a dec ade  
as  m y c ountri es  perm anent repres entati ve to  th e U nited Nations  
 
and I  s aw f i rs t h ad t h e benef i t m any c ountri es  recei ve  
 b y  m eeti ng toge th er ,   s h ari ng th ei r i deas  and as pi rati ons .  



As tana ,  K azakhs tan – 25  Ju l 20 12  -   Rem arks  by D r. D avi ds on Hepburn  
2 0 th  An n iversa ry  of Kazakh st a n  j oin in g the  UN an d  

2 5 th  An n iversa ry  of t he  P e a ce  a n d W orl d Ha rmon y Ru n s .  

Pa ge  3  of  3  
 

It i s  no exa ggerati on  to  s ay th at  K az ak h s tan and  m any o th er c ountri es ,  
 th ei r c i ti zens  and c ivi l s ociety now e njoy a  greate r s ens e of  freedom   
to exp res s  th ei r vi ews   and c h art  th ei r o wn c ours e.  
 
T he Uni ted Nations  now boas ts  19 5 m em bers .  
We all  know that h e w orld  i s  not a  perf ect plac e.  
Bu t were  i t  not  f or t h e Uni ted Nations  th at i ncl u ded i n i ts  ch arter,   
th e  c lau s e :  “to s ave  s ucc eedi ng generati ons  f r o m  th e s c ourge o f  war ” 
 – th i s  world  woul d be i n wors e s h ape .  
 
In th e s am e vei n, UN ESCO , a  s peci ali zed ag enc y of  th e U nited N a ti ons   wh ere I  h ad th e 
pri vi lege  to  s erve  ,  h as  f or  i ts  m andate f or th e pres erva ti on of  Peace and Harm ony i n 
th e World. Its  m otto i s  ver y s peci al :  “S i nce wars  begi n th e m inds  of  m e n ,   
i t i s  th e m i nds  of  m en th at  th e def enc es  of  pea c e should  be c ons tru c ted. ” 
 
So you s ee ladi es  and gen tlem an, over  th e yea rs  h ow th e i nte rnati onal torc h  ru ns  f or 
peace and world  h ar m o ny  a re  li nked to  i ndependence of  nations  as  well  as  th e 
s trength eni ng of  the c ooperati ve s pi ri t o f  th e i nternati onal c omm u ni ty.  
 
 I t ake th i s  occ as i on to ex tend warm  c ongratu lations  to th e governm ent  
and peoples  of  K azakhs tan on th e 20 th  a nni ver s ar y  
and to  th e par ti c i pants  o f  th e i nterna ti onal torc h  ru ns  f or Pe ace and World Har m ony .  
I tru ly adm i re you r  dedic ati on  and  c ommitm ent  
 to  keeping th e  torc h  bu r ning.  
 
I woul d li ke to th ank Vl adim i r  f or trans lati ng m y rem arks  to  you, becau s e I f eel t h e 
world  to geth er and  the i ndivi du al loc al c om muni ti es  need expres sions  li ke th is  to 
c onti nue to i ns pi re u s, to s u s tai n us ,  a s  we bu i ld  a better  wo rld .  
 
T here i s  no dou bt i n m y m i nd th at thi s  event  wi ll  grow   
f r o m  s trength  to s tr ength  and  th at  th e p eople of  K azakhs tan  
 wi ll  enjoy m any m ore years  of  Peace an d pros peri ty.  
 
Spasiba “thank you”  and  
May God Bless  you a ll ..  
 
 


